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EXTRAORDINARY
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

No. 707(A) Imphal, Saturday, February 29, 1992  (Phalguna 10, 1913)

GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR
SECRETARIAT: LAW & LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT

NOTIFICATION
Imphal, the 29™ February, 1992

No. 2/5/88-leg/L:- The following Act of the Legislature , Manipur which
received assent of the President on 21-2-1992 is hereby published in the Manipur
Gazette.

L. BUOY SINGH,
Secretary (law) to the Govt. of Manipur.

THE MANIPUR FISHERIES ACT, 1988
(Manipur Act No. 1 of 1992)

AN
ACT

to provide for the protection, conservation and development of fisheries in the
State of Manipur.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Manipur in the Thirtyninth Year of
the Republic of India as follows:

(1) Short title, extent and commencement- (1) This act may be called the
Manipur Fisheries Act, 1988.

(2) It extends to the whole State of Manipur.
(3) It shall come into force on such date or dates as the Government

may, by notification in the official Gazette, appoint and different dates may be
appointed for different provisions in the Act.



2. Declinitions.—In this Act, unless thes context ninerwise requires: —
(1) ‘'fish’ includos shell fish and fish in all stages of its life ;

(2) *fishery’ means a declared fishery and'inelzdes the neripherinl ar 4 where
the fishes declared to be the lish of that fishery can breed wnd rear }

(3) ‘Fishery Oflicer” means the Dicector ol Fisheries und includes any
Officer or class of Officers empowered by the State Government to
act as Fishery Officer ;

{4) ‘'private wuler’ means which are the cxclusive property of any person
ar persons including o oreligious tnstitation where the owner or owiers
or his sgent have the eaclusive right o fsluog, and includes tank,
pond, artificial lake, ete, excavated at thz cxpense of the owner which
have no,communicativn in the ruiny scuson with natural water, such
as river, canal, stream amd ke,

EXPLANATION :(—Walers shull not  cense oo be “priviite walel”  within
the meuning ol this definition iI' any other person his by usiee o castom o nght
of flishery therein.

(5) ‘Schedule’ meuns schedule appended o thus Act;
(f) “State’ mean the State of Manipur;
(5! *Stale Government’ means the Government of Muwipur:

(8), ‘religivus ingtitution® means a temple. o musque or o Chureh, any other
shrine dedicated to any god or woddess' or religious beliel;

(9 ‘religious water' meand water beloweing Chu religions institution wher
lishing s prolubited on ground  of celigion,

(1U) ‘Revenue Depactmént’ means the Revenue Department of the Guovera-
ment of Manipur.

3. Vesting of declured fishery: — From the Jdiwe of the commencement of this
Act, all declured lishery along with the land within the defined arca of the fishery
shull ¢t in the Fishery Department and the parnculars ol such declared Ashoeries
shall be published in the official Gazretee.

4. Right to Fisheries:—The VFishery Otlicer, with proor approval of the Sate
Governmeo! and in ceasuitittion with the Revenue Depurtment may, by aolibciion
in the officiul Gurette, declare any lishery 10 be a declured lishery under this At
and no right in anysuch lishery shall be dzemad 1o huve been ucquired by any
person of group of persotis after or before the canimencenient of this At ccoept g
provided in the rules frumed under this Act.

5. Penulties:—I1I any person eontruvenes uny ol the provisions ol s At or
rules made thercunder, he sball be punishable withy nprsonment for @ werm whish
may extehd to one year or with finc which may extend to hve thousamd rupCces, or
with both,

6. Counlzance of e olfenee,—Every oilence wnlee this Act shall be Uifra
nizable.



7. Arrest without warcant (—(l) Aoy Fishery Ollicer or uny m.h-.:r person
srecially empowered by the State Government in this behull may arrest any person
committing or attempting to commit a breach of any provision of this Act or rufqn
made thercunder if the parson declines to give his name and atldress or il there is

reason beliel that false nume wnd address is given.

(2) A person arrested under this scction may be detgined uatil his name
end uddress have been correctly ascertitined

Provided that no person so arrested shall be detained Jouger thun muy bo
necessary for bringing him before a Magistrate, ‘excepl under an order of a
Magistrate for this detention accarding lo the provisions of the Cods of Criminal

Procedure, 1973 (No. 2 of 1974).

(3) Every Fishery Officer shull huve the sume powers ol searcin, scizure und
investipations i respect of an offence under this Act as a Police Ollicer of’ the
rank of a Sub-Inspector has under the provisivns of the Code of Criminal Pro-

<cedure, 1973 (No. 2 of 1974),

¥, Jurisdiction of Criminal Courtsi—any olfence under this Act shull be
tried by a Magistrate of the First Class, No cuurt shall take cogntzance of any
offénce under this Act except on 4 report in writing of tLe fasts constituting
such olffences by a Fishery’ Oflicer or any other person or cluss of persons
authorised by 1ke State Geverrment in this behalf

9. Pover 16 compound effences :—(1) The State Gave: svent may, by noti-
Geation in the oflicial Gazelle, empowers a Fishery Otlicer by aaime or by virtue of
office—

(a) to mecept from wsny person concerning whom evidense exists which if
unrebutted would prove that he has committed any offence as described
in the first column of the Schedule a sum ofmoney by way ol vompensa-
tion for the oflence with regard to which such cvidence eaists and un the
payment of such sum to such ollicer such person, if i custody, shall be
releused and no Pucther mroveeding shall be taken aeningt hin

(b) to release any propecty that has been seized as ligble to conllseation
without further paymeat or oq payment of the vilue thereof us estimaled
by such officer and on the payment of such value such property shall e
relcased and no further proceeding shall be mken g respect theregl,

(2)_Thc sum of maoney, accepted as compensation ynder clause (a) of
sub-section (1) shall in no case excecd the umount aceeptable us compensation
o the second column of the Schedule for the parteular offence deseribed g
the first column thereof,

W. Officers 10 he deemed Public servants =—All Pers ns empowered (o
exercise powers and duties under this Act shall be deemed 1o be public sec-
vants within the meaning of section 21 of ladian Penal Code 1960 (XLV of 1960).

1L Jademnity :—No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding  shall lio
against any person for upything whick is in good faith done or intended (o be
done under this Act,



12. Power to make rules :—(l) The State Government miy make rules
for the purposc of carrying out the provisions in this Act and also for the

purposes given hereunder.

(2) The State Government may, by notification in the oflicial Gazette,
epply such rules or any of them 1o any private waters with the consent i
wiiting ,of the owner thercof and or all persons having for the tme beng any

exclusive right of fishery therein:

Provided that no such rules made under this section shall apply to any
seligious waters.

(3) Such rules may,—
(3) prohibit or regulate;
(i) the ercction and use of lixed engines,
(ii) the dcoustructidn, temporary or permuancnut, of weirs, dams and
bunds:

(iii) the dimensivn, size of mesh and kinds of nets o be used
aod the mode of using them;

(iv) the use of morc thun one method ol caiching lish at ons
time;
(b) prohibit the destruction of. or any attemnt to destroy fishes by
explosives, gun, bow, arrow, or the like in inland waters;

(¢) prohibit the destruction of or any attempt to destroy lishes by
using a chemical or any other substavces likely to cause polution

of water;
(d) Yprobibit the throwing of into any water of any salid or liquid
which may be barmful to [lishes in sucre witer;

(¢) probibit fishing except under a licence and regulate the grant of
such licence, theifees payable thereof;

(f) prohibit sale or purchase of fish or transpart or movement of
fish within or outside the State in excess  of the prescribed
quantity under a licence;

(g) preseribe the seasons during whichi—

(i) the killing or catching of fish or any prescribed speeies shall be
prohibited;

(ii) sale, movement or transport ol any preseribed species shall
be prohibited except under a licence;

(B) regulate the grunt of liconces wnder cliuse (g), or prescribe the
I'cc; payable thercof and the conditions w be attached thereto;
an

(i) prescribe minimum size or weight below which no fish of any
prescribe species shall be sold.

(4) Such rules may also prohibit all fishing in any specified waters for
g epecilied period,



(5) In making any rule under this section, the Stite Cosermment muy

provile for—

(@) the scizure, removal and forfeiture of any liaed cngiue,
or equipment erected or used for fishing ¢r contrnvennon ol the rules;

gpparatus

(b) the forfeiture of any fish prucured by means of any such fixed engine,
gpraratus or cquipment or transported in contravention of the rules;

aod

(©) the seizure, removal cr forfeiture of any animal curts, vessels, crafts,
boats or vcbicles used for transport in catching hsh jn contravention

of the rules.

(4) Every rules made under this Act shall be luid as siva ay may be
after 1t is wrade, befere the Astembly while it is in session fur « total period
of not less than feurteen doyg which may becemprised in Gup o n or in
two or more wuccessive sessiens and il bhelore the expiay ol e session ip
which it is laid or the scssiops aforesaid, the Assembly mukes an: medincation
i the rule or decides that the rule sheuld pet be wmade, (he rule suall
thereafter have effcct only in such modified Term er e b no offeet,
8s the case may be, so, however, that sny such modilication . acuuloent
shall be without. prejudice to the wvalidity of anything previoasiy tone under

that rule,

13. Repeal and Saving:—On the commencement ol this Az ¢ 1 ol the
Tollowing, that is to say,—

(a) the ledian Fisheriea Act, 1897 (IV of 1897), 1w ws a . cation o the
Elate of Manipur; and

(by the Sccuion 13—=A of the Manipur Land Revenue avyg joand  Relurms
Act, LYEL (No. 30 of 1960); shall stand repeanled:

Provided that anytbing done or uny teken by or unger the Act or
section so repealcd shallin so fer as it is rot ircensisient witl the provisions
of this Act, te deemed to bave been nude oy taken by or under this Act
agd shall cemifoue in force until superseded by snything dore or uny action
takea under tie provisions of this Act.



Tl SCHERULLE
(See Scction 9)

MAXIMUM AMOUNGS ACCERIABLE AS. COMPENSATION FOR
CEITAIN FISHING OFFENCES UNDER

SECTION—-9

sscription ol Oilence

Miximum amouat acceptable
as compeasallon

Fishing with a net haviog a smaller mesh than
that prescribed under the rules made under
the Act.

Fishing without a licenes,

Killing or catching of sellivg or atlempliig
to kill, cateh or sell fish of o size or weight
less than the standird p cosibed uader th:
Act.

Killinz or eatching or selling or attempting
to Kiil, catch or sell any tish of u prohibited
species during a close season.

Fishing or attenpting ta g4, with ANy pear
or methad other thun that pepmitted under
the rule,

Licence-holders emnlaying or engaping non-
leensees (o help them anth their nets, while
Bsbi e,

Rapees two hundred.

Ditin,

Rugees one hundred,

[t

Ditto,

Iupezes three hundeed.,

—— —



7,

10.

Fishing or attemptiog to fish in prohibited Rupecs onie hundred

waters.

Olfering or cxposing for sale or barter any Ditto.
fish the sale of which is prohibited in any
specified area by a notification jssued under
section 4.
Ditto.

Selling or attemptid to sell lish for price
abuve the specificd market value,

Exporting or attempting to export fish in Rupees five hyndred.
contravention of any rule made under

clause (h), sub-scction (3) of Section 3.
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