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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE 
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New De/hi, the 26th December, 20051 Pausa 5, 1927 (SaAa) 

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on 
the 23rd December, 2005 and is hereby published for general information:---

11JE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT, 2005 
No. 53 OF 2005 

[23rd December, 2005.] 

An Act to provide for the effective management of disasters and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Filly-sixth Year of the Republic oflndin as follows:-·_· 

CHAIYrER I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Disaster MaJlagement Act, 2005. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India. 

(3) It shall come into force on slIch dllte liS the CrofTs I Govenlm'!'nl rn:I)" by n' It Ifi

cation in the Official Gazette appoint; aJld diffcrent dates may be appointed 101 (h:h:rcJlt 
provisions of this All and for difkrcll! Slates. ;JIlI! any reference to C()rnnh~nUrnl;n\ ii, ~\Ily 
prp isiorl 0' this A •. · ii, rclation I', a'lY ~;tJ\I(' ·;hIl111w cnnstnled a_~ 8 '(~krfn((' II) Ih, ·"'1, 
mucerTIenl of thaI -'r-(lvisiPf' in Ihll'_ Sta!<:: 

-_._, 
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Definitions. 
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2. In this Act. unless the context otherwise requires,...,-

(a) "affected area"'means an area or part of the c()untry affected by a disaster; 

(b) "capacity-building" includes-

(I) identification of existing resources and resources to be acquired or 
created; 

(I,) acquiring or creating resources identified under sub-clause (i); 

(Iii) organisation and trainine ofpcrsoMcl and coordination of such training 
for effective mllUllement of disasters; 

(c) "Central Government" means the Ministry or Deplntment of the Government 
oflndia having administrative control of disaster management; 

(d) "disaster" means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in any 
area, arising from natural or man made causes, or by accident or negligence which 
results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction of, 
property, or damage to, or degradation of, environment. and is of such a nature or 
magnitude as to be beyond the coping capacity of the community of the affected area; 

(e) "disaster management" means a continuous and integrated process of 
planning, organising, coordinating and implementing measures which are necessary 
or expedient for-

(I) prevention of danger or threat of any disaster; 

(iI) mitigation or reduction of risk of any disaster or its severity or 
consequences; 

(iii) capacity-building; 

(iv) preparedness to deal with any disaster; 

(v) prompt responsr !f) illlY threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(1'/) assessing the severity or magnitude of c1fecls of any disaster; 

(vii) evacuation, rescue and relief; 

(vi;I) rehabilitation and reconstruction; 

(f) "District Authority" means the District Disaster M&lIagement Authority 
constituted under sub-section (J) of section 25; 

(g) "District Plan" means the plan fi)r disaster management for the district prepared 
under section 31; 

(h) "local authority" includes panchayati raj institutions, municipalities, a district 
board, cantonment board, town planning authority or Zila Parishad or any other body 
or authority, by whatever name called, for the time being invested by law, for rendering 
essential services or, with the control and lIIanagement of civic services, within a 
specified local area; 

(I) "mitigation" means measures aimed at reducing the risk, impact or eflects of 
a disaster or threatening disaster situation; 

(j) "National Authority" means the National Disaster Management Authority 
established under sub-section (I) of sect ion 3; 

Ck) "National Executive Committee" means the Executive Committee of the 
National Authority constituted under sub-secti6n (/) of section 8; 

(f) "National Plan" means Ih,; plan lor <lIS<l~;lcr mallagement /1'1 Ihl '",I1Ok oftlt:
dlf\;~\.' ~)"(~~jar(d llnde-.r sr .. ,'{:ii~'l\ 1:. 
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(m) "preparedness" means the state of readiness to deal with a threatening 
disaster situation or disaster and the effects thereof~ 

(n) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules tRade under this A~ 

(0) "reconstruction" means consmlclion or restoration of any property after a 
disaster; 

(P) "resources" includes manpower, services, materials and provisions; 

(q) "Stato Authority" mellns the State Disaster Management Authority 
established under sub-section (/) of section 14 and includes the Disaster Management 
Authority for the Union territory constituted under that section; 

(r) "State Executive Committee" mean!l the Executive Committee of a State 
Authority constituted under sub-section (I) of section 20; 

(s) "State Govenuncnt" means the DepartmcntofGovc:mmentofthc State having 
administrative control of disaster management and includes Administrator of the Union 
territory appointed by tho President under article 239 of the Constitution; 

(I) "State Plan" means the plan for disaSter management for the whole of the 
State prepared under section 23. 

CHAPTER II 
THE NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMIiNT AUTHORITY 

J. (I) With effect from such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette appoint in this behalf, there shall be established for the purposes of this Act, 
an authority to be known as the National Disaster Management Authority. 

(2) The National Au~ority shall consist of the Chairperson and such number of other 
members, not exceeding nine, as may be prescribed by the Central Government and, unless 
the rules otherwise provide, the National Authority shall consist of the following:-· 

(a) L\te Prime Minister ofIndia, who shall be the Chairperson of the National 
Authority, ex offiCio; 

(b) other members, not exceeding nine, to bl? nominated by the Chairperson of 
the National Au.hority. 

(3) The Chairperson of the National Authority may designate OI1~ of !he rncmbl~rs 
nominated under clause (/,) of slIh··sectiot1 (J) to be the Vicc·Chairp(~rs()n of the National 
Authority. 

(4) The term of office and condilions ors{~rvi(;e I.fmembers of the National Authority 
shall be such as may be prescribed. 

4. (I) The National Authority shall meet as and when necessary and at such time and 
place as the Chairperson of the National Authority may think fit. 

(2) The Chairperson of the National Authority shall preside over the meetings of the 
National Authority. 

(3) Iffor any reason the Chairperson of the National Authority is unable to attend allY 
meeting of the National Authority, the Vice-Chairperson of the National Authority shaH 
preside over the meeting. 

5. The Central Government shall prO\ ide the National Authority with such oflicers, 
consultants and employees, ,IS it considers nc:cessaJY for carrying Ollt the functions of the 
National Authority. 

Establishment 
Of NatioDl1 
Disaster 
Management 
Authority~ 

Mcctings of 
Nalional 
Authority. 

,\ppOinlmenl 

"r officers 
and other 
'·mptoyecs of 
I he National 
\llthor it), 
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-6. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the National Authority shall have the 
responsibility for laying down the policies. plans and guidelines for disaster management for 
ensudng timely and effective response to disaster. 

(2) Without prejudice to generality of the provisions contained in sub-section (J), 
the National Authority may -

(a) lay down policies on disaster management; 

(b) approve the National Plan; 

(e) approve plans prepared by the Ministries (\r Departments of the Government 
ofIndia in accordance with the National Plan; 

(d) lay down guidelines to be followed by the State Authorities in drawing up the 
State Plan; 

(e) lay down guidelines to be followed by the different Ministries or Departments 
of the Government of India for the purpose of integrating the measures for prevention 
of disaster or the mitigation of its effects in their development plans and projects; 

(f) coordinate the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plan IRr 
disaster management; 

(g) recommend provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation; 

(h) provide such support to other countries atTected by major disasters as may 
be determined by the Central Government; 

(I) take such other measures for the prevention of disast~r. or the mitigation, or 
preparedness and capacity building for dealing wit.h the threatening disaster situation 
or disaster as it may consider necessary; 

(j) lay down bread policies and gui.!d'J1cs for the functioning of the National 
Institute of Disaster Management. 

(3) The Chairperson of the NatwlIul Authority shall, in the case of emergency, have 
power to exercise all or any of the powers of the National Authority but exercise of such 
powers shall be subject to ex post facto ratification by the National Authority. 

7. (1) The National Authority may constitute an advisot)' committee consisting of 
experts in the field of disaster management lind having practical experience of disaster 
management at the national. State or district level to make recommc.ndations on different 
aspects of disaster management. 

(2) The members of the advisory committee shall be paid such allowances as may be 
prescribed by the Central Government in consultation with the National Authority. 

8. (l) The Central Government shall, immediately after issue of notification under 
sub-section (1) of section 3, constitute a National Executive Committee to assist the 
National Authority in the perforq1ance of its functions under this Act. 

(2) The National Executive Committee shall consist of the following memhers, namcly:--

(a) the Secretary to the Government of India in charge of the Ministry or 
Department of the Central Government having administrative control of the disaster 
management, who shall be Chairperson, ex officio; 

(b) the Secretaries to the Government of India in the Ministries or Departments 
having admini~trative control of the agriculture, atomic energy, defence, drinking water 
supply, environment and forests. finance (expenditure), health, power, ruraJ 
development, sCience and techno!ogy, space, telecommunication, urban development, 
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water resources and the Chief of the Integrated Defence Staff of the Chiefs of StatT 
Committee, ex officio. 

(3) The Chairperson of the National Executive Committee may invite any other officer 
of the Central Government or a State Government for taking part in any meeting of the 
National Executive Committee and shall exercise such powers and perform such functions as 
may be prescribed by the Central Government in consultation with the National Authority. 

(4) The procedure to be followed by the National Executive Committee in exercise of its 
powers and discharge of its functions shall be such as may be prescribed by the Central 
Government. 

9. (I) The National Executive Committee may, as and when it considers necessary, 
constitute one or more sub-committees, for the eflicient discharge of its functions. 

(2) The National Executive Committee shall, from amongst its members, appoint the 
Chairperson of the sub-committee referred to in sub-section (I). 

(3) Any person associated as an expert with any sub-committee may be paid such 
allowances as may be prescribed by the Central Government. 

10. (I) The National Executive Committee shall assist the National Authority in the 
discharge of its functions and have the responsibility for implementing the policies and 
plans of the National Authority and ensure the compliance of directions issued by the 
Central Government for the purpose of disaster management in the country. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions contained in sub-section (1), 
the National Executive Committee may-

(a) act as the coordinating and monitoring body for disaster management; 

(b) prepare the National Plan to be approved by the National Authority; 

(c) coordinate and monitor the implementation of the National Policy; 

(d) lay dOWi: guidelines for preparing disaster management plans by different 
Ministries or Departments of the Government oflndia and the State Authorities; 

(e) provide necessary technical assistance to the State Governments and the 
State Allthorities for preparing their disaster management plans in accordance with the 
guidelines laid down by the National Authority; 

(f) monitor the implementation ofthe National Plan and the plans prepared by the 
Ministries or Departments of the Government oflndia; 

(g) monitor the implementation of the guidelines laid down by the National 
Authority for integrating of measures for prevention of disa<;ters and mitigation by the 
Ministries or Departments in their development plans and projects; 

(h) monitor, coordinate and give directions regarding the miligation and 
preparedness measures to be taken by diflercnt Ministries or Departments and agencies 
of the Government; 

(I) evaluate the preparedness at all governmental levels for the purpose of 
responding to any threatening disaster situation or disaster and give directions, wherc 
necessary, for enhancing such preparedness; 

(j) plan and coordinate specialised training programme for disaster managemcnt 
for different levels of otliccrs, emplt)y!'(~s and voluntary rescue workers; 

(k) coordinate re~r")ns{' ill ttl<' ('velll of any threatening disa<;tcr si1l1atinn or 
disaster' 

U' leI> d('''''Tl guid •. "ine<; for. (If rive dlrectltll1\ to, the concerned Mlrli~;1rIe~ \)1 

["(T'lr;IICIlt.' ()f tht, ( '''.'1'11\11)':11: Ill' Inelli' Iii .. SLlte (jn\,ernlllcll' Cln<i III', 
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State Authorities regarding- measures to be taken by them in response to any 
threatening disaster situation or dlsaster~ 

(m) require any department or agency of the Government to make available to the 
National Authority or Stale Authorities such men or material resources as are available 
with it for the purposes of emergency response, rescue and relief; 

(n) advise, assist and coordinate the activities of the Ministries or Departments 
of the Government oflndia, State Authorities, statutory bodies, other iovemmental or 
non-governmental organisations and others engaged in disaster management; 

(0) provide necessary technical assistance or give advice to the State Authorities 
and District Authorities for carrying out their functions under this Act; 

(P) promote general education and awareness in relation to disaster management; 
and 

(q) perform such other functions as the National Authority may require it to 
perform. 

11. (I) There shall be drawn up a plan for disaster management for the whole of the 
country to be called the National Plan. 

(2) The National Plan shall be prepared by the National Executive Committee having 
regard to the National Policy and in consultation with the State Governments and expert 
bodies or organisations in the field of disaster management to be approved by the National· 
Authority. 

(3) The National Plan shall includ~ 

(a) measures to be taken for the prevention of disasten, or the mitigation of 
their effects; 

(b) measures to be taken for the integration of mitigation measures in the 
development plans; 

(c) measures to be taken for preparedness and capacity building to effectively 
respond to any threatening disaster situations or disaster; 

(d) roles and responsibilities of ditTerent Ministries or Depaltments of the 
Government oflndia in respect ofmeac;ures specified in clauses (a), (b) and (c). 

(4) The National Plan shall be reviewed and updated annually. 

(5) Appropriate provisions shall be made by the Central Govem~ent for financing the 
measures to be carried out under the National Plan. 

(6) Copies of the National Plan referred to in sub-sections (2) and (4) shall be made 
available to the Ministries or Departments of the Government ofIndia and such Ministries or 
Departments shall draw up their own plans in accordance with the National Plan. 

Guidelines for 12. The National Authority shall recommend guidelines for the minimum standards of 
minimum rcHefto be proVided to persons affected by disaster, which shall include,-
standards of 
relief. (I) the minimum requirements to be provided in the relief camps in relation to 

shelter, food, drinking water, medical cover and sanitation; 

(it) the special provisions to be made for widows and orphans; 

(iii) ex gratia assistance on Recount ofloss oflife as also assistance on account 
of damage to houses and for restoration of means oflivelihood; 

(iv) such other relicf as may be necessary. 

kelief in I,)!T' )3. The National Authority may, incascsofdisa~tcrsofsevercmagnitudc, r<.:commcnd 
:cpa .mcII reltef ill rC[layrncnt of loans ,)[ fi1r grant offrcs fl loans 10 the persons affected :y disJ,;tt:r on 

,u,i l,'<,~\ .:;t()nal terms ;Ie, n:!\ ht applilp! :;tlr: 
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=============================~========-

CHAPTER III 
STATE DISASll!R MANAGEMENT AtrrHORITIES 

14. (1) Every State Government shall, as soon as may be aftcrthe issue of the notification . 
under sub-section (1) of section 3, by notification in the Official Gazette, establish a State 
Disaster Management Authority for the State with such. name as may be specified in the 
notification of the State Government. 

(2) A State Authority shall consist of the Chairperson and such number of other 
members, not exceeding nine, as may be prescribed by the State Government and, unless the 
rules otherwise provide, the State Authority shall consist of the following members, 
namely:- . 

(a) the Chief Minister of the State, who shall be Chairperson, ex officio; 

(b) other members, not exceeding eight, to be nominated by the Chairperson of 
the State Authority; 

(c) the Chairperson of the State Executive Committee, ex officio. 

(3) The Chairperson of the State Authority may designate one of the members nominated 
under clause (b) ofsub-section (2) to be the Vice-Chairperson of the State Authority. 

(4) The Chairperson of the Slale Executive Committee shall be the Chief Executive 
Officer of the State Authority, ex officio: 

Provided that in the case of a Union territory having Legislative Assembly, except the 
Union territory of Delhi, the Chief Minister shall be the Chairperson of the Authority 
established under this section and in case of other Union territories, the Lieutenant Governor 
or the Administrator shall be the Chairperson of that Authority: 

Provided further that the Lieutenant Governor of the Union territory of Delhi shall be 
the Chairperson and the Chief Minister thereof shall be the Vice-Chairperson of the State 
Authority. 

(5) The term of office and conditions of service of members of the State Authority shall 
be such as may be prescribed. 

15. (I) The State Authority shall meet as and when necessary and at such timc and 
p lace as the Chairperson of the State Authority may th ink fit. 

(2) The Chairperson of the State Authority shall preside over the meetings of the 
State Authority. 

~ 

(3) Iffor any reason, the Chairperson oflhe S~e Authority is unahle to attcnd the 
meeting of the State Authority, lhl~ Vice-Chairperson of the State Authority shall preside at 
the meeting. 

16. The State Government shall provide the State Authority with such oflkcrs, 
consultants and employees, as it considcr~ necessary, ii)r carrying Ollt the functions of the 
State Authority. 

17. (I) A State Authority may. liS ,1fIt! when it cOflsidcrs neccs~ary, constitute an 
advisory committee, consisting or c.xpcrls in till' field of disaster m<tnagclllenl and haying 
practical experience of disaster managClTIl'flt to make rccommendal ions 011 d iffcrent aspcct~ 
of disaster management. 

.. :" .! he lllcmbcrs,'··tlic ;1(1\ I,'ll': \., ,JlIJlltk,· ,;11,111 h, 1';IIt! <;lI,l, illllll'iln.:,". :1',1111' I', 

'1; '::I~';:~)':'; Ir" r;;c SU:tl, () .\ ";T:I1H';I! 
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18. (I) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a State Authority shall have the 
responsibility for laying down policies and plans for disaster management in the State.' 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of provisions contained in sub-section (1), the 
State Authority may -

(a) lay down the State disaster management policy; 

(b) approve the State Plan in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the 
National Authority; 

(c) approve the disaster management plans prepared by the departments of the 
Government of the State; 

(d) lay down guidelines to be followed by the departments of the Government of 
the State for the purposes of integration of measures for prevention of disasters and 
mitigation in their development plans and projccts and provide necessary technical 
assistance therefor; 

(e) coordinate the implementation of the State Plan; 

(f) recommend provision of funds for mitigation and preparedness rheasures; 

(g) review the development plans of the different departments of the State and 
ensure that prevention and mitigation measures arc integra~d therein; 

(h) review the measures being taken for mitigation, capacity building and 
preparedness by the departments of the Government of the State and issue such 
guidelines as may be necessary. 

(3) The Chairperson of the State Authority shall, in the case of emergency, have power 
to exercise all or any of the powers of the State Authority but the exercise of such powers 
shall be subject to ex post facto ratification of the State Authority. 

19. The State Authority shall lay down detailed guidelines for providing standards of 
reJiefto persons IIffectcd by disaster in the State: 

Provided that such standards shall in no case be less than the minimum standards in 
the guidelines laid down by the National Authority in this regard. 

20. (1) The State Govcnullent shall, immediately after issue of notification under sub
section (1) of section 14, constitute a State Executive Committee to assist the State Authority 
in the performance of its functions and to coordinate action in accordance with the guidelines 
laid down by the State Authority and ensure the compliance of directions issued by the State 
Government under this Act. 

(2) The State Executive Committee shall consist of the following members, namely:

(a) the Chief Secretary to the State Government, who shall be Chairperson, 
ex officio; 

(b) four Secretaries to the Government of the State of such departments as the 
State Government may think fit, ex officio. 

(3) The Chairperson ofthe State Executive Committee shall exercise such powers and 
perform such function!o; as may be pre5cribl~d by the State Government and such othcr 
powers and functions as may he delegated to him hy the State Authority. 

(4) The procedure to be followed by the State Executive Committee in exercise of ito; 
powers and discharge of its functions shaH be such as may be prescribed by the Stale 
Government. 
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21. (I) The State Executive Committee may, as and when it considers necessary, 
constitute one or more sub-committees, for efficient discharge of its functions. 

(2) The State Executive Committee shall, rrom amongst its members, appoint the 
Chairperson of the sub-committee referred :0 in sub-section (I). 

(3) Any person assor.iated as an expert with any sub-committee may be paid such 
allowances as may be prescribed by the State Government. 

22. (1) The State Executive Committee shall have the responsibility for implementing 
the National Plan and State Plan and act as the coordinating and monitoring body for 
management of disaster in the State. 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section (1), the State 
Executive Committee may-

(a) coordinate and monitor the implementation of the National Policy, the National 
Plan and the State Plan; 

(b) examine the vulnerability of different parts of the State to different forms of 
disasters and specifY measures to be taken for their prevention or mitigation; 

(c) lay down guidelines for preparation of disaster management plans by the 
departments of the Government of the State and the District Authorities; 

(d) monitor the implementation of disaster management plans prepared by the 
departments of the Government of the State and District Authorities; 

(e) monitor the implementation of the guidelines laid down by the State Authority 
for integrating of measures for prevention of disasters and mitigation by the departments 
in their development plans and projects; 

(j) evaluate preparedness at all governmental or non-governmental levels to 
respond to any threatening disaster situation or disaster and give directions, where 
necessary, for enhancing such preparedness; 

(g) coordinate response in the event of any threatening disaster situation or 
disaster; 

(h) give directions to any Department of the Govemment of the State or any 
other authority 01 body in the State regarding actions to be taken in response to any 
threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(i) promott· general education, awareness and community training in regard to 
the forms of disasters to which different parts of thc State are vulnerablc and the 
measures that may be taken hy :;lIdl COIlIHlllllitv to prevent the di';i1ster, mitigate and 
respond to such disaster; 

(j) advise, assist and coordinate thl~ activities of the Departments of the 
Government of the State, District Authoritic'i, statutory hoJies and other govcTlllllcntal 
and non-governmental organisations engaged in disaster management; 

(k) provide necessary technical a~sist<lllce or give advice to District Authorities 
and local authorities for carrying out their runctions effectively; 

(f) advise the State Government regarding all financial matters in relation to 
disaster managemcnt; 

(m) examine the construction, in allY local area" in thc Statc and, if it is of the 

opinion that the standards laid for such construction for the prevention of disaster is 
not being or has not becn followcd, may direct the District Authority or the local 
authority, as the case may he, to take :,II(:1i ;\ctioll a~; III"Y he llCL'cssar:. to secure 
compli;"1CC' of such stanrlards: 
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(0) Jay down. review and update State level response plans and guidelines ood 
ensure that the district level plans are prepared, reviewed and updated; 

(P) ensure that communication systems arc in order and the disaster management 
drills are carried out periodically; 

(q) perform such other functions as may be assigned to it by the State Authority 
or as it may consider necessary. 

23. (J) There shall be a plan for disaster management for every State to be called the 
State Disaster Management Plan. 

(2) The State Plan shall be prepared by the State Executive Committee having regard to 
the guidelines laid down by the National Authority and after such consultation with local 
authorities, district authorities and the p~ople's representatives as the State Executive 
Committee may deem fit. 

(3) The State Plan prepared by the State Executive Committee under sub·section (2) 
shall be approved by the State Authority. 

(4) The State Plan shall include,-

(a) the wlnerability of different parts oCthe State to different forms of disasters; 

(b) the measures to be adopted for prElvention and mitigation of disasters; 

(e) the manner in which the mitigation measures shall be integrated with the 
development plans and projects; 

(d) the capacity-building and preparedness measures to be taken; 

(e) the roles and responsibilities of each Department of the Government of the 
State in relation to the measures specified in clauses (b), (e) and (d) above; 

(f) the roles and responsibilities of different Departments of the Government of 
the State in responding to any threatening disaster situation or disaster. 

(5) The State Plan shall be reviewed and updated annually. 

(6) Appropriate provisions shall be made by the State Government for financing for the 
measures to be carried out under the State Plan. 

(7) Copies of the State Plan referred to in sub-sections (2) and (5) shall be made 
available to the Departments of the Govenunent of the State and such Departments shall 
draw up their own pla:ts in accordance with the Stnte Plan. 

24. For the purpose of, assisting and protecting the community affected by disaster or 
providing relief to such community or, preventing or combating disruption or dealing with 
the effects of any threatening disaster situation, the State Executive Committee may-

(a) control and restrict, vehicular traffic to, from or within. the vulnerable or 
affected area; 

(b) control and restrict the entry of any person into, his movement within and 
departure from, a vulnerable or affected area; 

(e) remove debris, conduct search and carry out rescue operations; 

(d) provide shelter, food, drinking water, essential provisions, healthcare and 
services in accordance with the standards laid down by the National Authority and 
State Authority; 

(e) give direction to the concerned Department of the Government of the State, 
any District Authority or other authority, :within the local limit<; of the Stale to lake such 
nlea<;ure (H steps for rescue evacuation or providllIg immediate relieCsaving !jve~ or 
proprrty 1 ma:, hI' lle.:-ess.lI) in it.'; opmiol:: 
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if) require any department of the Government of the State or any other body or 
authority or person in charge of any relevant resources 10 make available the resources 
for the purposes of emergency response, rescue and relief; 

(g) require experts and consultants in the field of disasters to provide advice and 
assistance for rescue and relief; 

(h) procure exclusive or preferential use of amenities from any authority or person 
as and when required; 

(I) construct temporary bridges or other necessary structures and demolish 
unsafe structures which l1!ay be hazardous to public; 

(j) ensure that non-governmental organisations carry out their activities in an 
equitable and non-discriminatory manner; 

(k) disseminate infonnation to public to deal with any threatening disaster 
situation or disaster; 

(I) take such steps as the Central Government or the State Government may 
direct in this regard or take such other steps as are required or warranted by the fonn 
~f any threatening disaster situation or disaster. 

OIAPTERIV 

DISlRICT DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTIIORITY 

25. (I) Every State Government shall, a.'; soon as may be after issue of notification 
under sub-section (/) of section 14, by notification in the Official Gazette, establish It District 
Disaster Management Authority for every district in the State with such name as may be 
specified in that notification. 

(2) The District Authority shall consist of tlle Chairperson and such number of other 
members, not exceeding seven, as may be prescribed by the State Government, and unless 
the rules otherwise provide, it shall consist of the following, namely:-

(a) the Collector or District Magistrate or Deputy Commissioner, as the case may 
be, of the district who shall be Chairperson, ex offiCio; 

(6) the eJected representative of the local authority who shall be the co
Chairperson, ex officio: 

, Provided that in the Tribal Areas, as referred to in the Sixth Schedule to the 
Constitution, the Chief Executive Member of the district council of autonomous district, 
shall be the co-Chairperson, ex officio: 

(c) the Chief Executive Officer of the DistrictAuthority, ex officio: 

(d) the Superintendent of Police, ex officio: 

(e) the Chief Medical Officer of the district, e.x officio; 

(f) not exceeding two other district level omcers, to be appointed by the St.ltC 
Government. 

(3) In any district where zila parishad exists, Ule Chairperson lhereofsball be the co
Chairperson of the District Authority. 

(4) The State Government shall appoint an officer not below the rank of Additional 
Collector or Additional District Magistrate or Additional Deputy Commissioner, as the case 
may be, of the district to be the Chief Executive Officer oflhe District Authority to exercise 
such powers and perform such functions as may be rrcscribcd hy the State Government and 
such other powers and functions as may be Jcleg:llcd to him by the District Authority, 

Constitution 
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26. (1) The Chairperson of the District I\uthnriry ,hall, in 1ddiriol1 to presiding over i',nle', "~ 

,j J ii' 
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(2) The Chairperson of the District Authority shall, in the case of an emergency, have 
po~er tei exercise all or any ofthe powers of the District Authority but the exercise of such 
powers shall be subject to ex postfaclo ratification of the District Authority. 

(3) The District Authority or the Chairperson ofthe District Authority may, by general 
or special order, in writing, delegate such of its or his powers and functions, under sub
section (/) or (2), as the case may be, to the Chief Executive Officer of the District Authority, 
subject to such conditions and limitations, if any, as it or he deems tit. 

27. The District Authority shall meet as and wh .. n necessary and at such time and 
place as the Chairperson may think fit. 

18. (I) The District Authority may, as and when it cons;Jers necessary, constitute 
one or more advisory committees and other committees for the efficient discharge of its 
functions. 

(2) The District Authority shall, from amongst its members, appoint the Chairperson of 
the Committee referred to in sub-section (I). 

(3) Any person associated as an expert with any committee or sub-committee 
constituted under sub-section (I) may be paid such allowances as may be prescribed by the 
State Government. 

19. The State Government shall provide the District Authority with such officers, 
consultants and other employees a<; it considers necessary for carrying out the functions of 
District Authority. 

30. (I) The District Authority shall act 3'\ the district planning, coordinating and 
implementing body for disaster management and take all measures for the purposes of 
disaster management in the district ill accordance with the guidelines laid down by the 
National Authority and the State AUlliority. 

(2) Without prejudice to the gcnerality ofthc provisions of sub-section (I). the District 
Authority may-

(i) prepare a disaster management plan including, district response plan for the 
district; 

(i/) coordinate and monitor the implementation of the National Policy, State 
Policy, National Plan, State Plan and District Plan; 

(iii) ensure that the areas in the district vulnerable to disasters are identified and 
measures for the prevention of disasters and the mitigation of its effects are undertaken 
by the departments of the Government at the district level as well as by the local 
authorities; 

(~v) ensure that the guidelines for prevention of disasters, mitigation of its effects, 
preparedness and response measures as laid down by the National Authority and the 
State Authority are followed by all departments of the Government at the district level 
and the local authorities in the district; 

(v) give directions to different authorities at the district level and local authorities 
to take such other measures for the prevention or mitigation of disasters as may be 
necessary; 

(vi) lay down guidelines for prevention of disaster management plans by the 
dcr;n1mcnt of the Government :l! the districts Ic-vellmd local authorities in the dist"ict: 

I \'lil Inn'litor the llli;,kJ11 'ni::Jtioll (11 di~;l',:('r O1:III<lL'(' nellt -,),HI" p: ,';';lfcd L', 11:1' 

I )C;' :!·rf't';:~.\ "I"t!1c Cil)\':'!~l!il,' i ;'lll~c di{,i"i~'! "~Icl, 



SEC. I] TilE GAZElTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 13 

(viii) lay down guidelines to be followed by the Departments of the Government 
at the district level for purposes of integration of measures for prevention of disasters 
and mitigation in their development plans and projects and provide necessary technical 
assistance t~erefor; 

(ix) monitor the implementation of measures referred to in clause (viii); 

(x) review the state of capabilities for responding to any disaster or threatening 
disaster situation in the district and give directions to the relevant departments or 
authorities at the district level for their upgradation as may be necessary; 

(XI) review the preparedness measures and give directions to the concerned 
departments at the district level or other concerned authorities where necessary for 
bringing the preparedness measures to the levels required for responding effectively 
to any disaster or threatening disaster situation; 

(xii) organise and coordinate specialised training programmes for different levels 
of officers, employees and voluntary rescue workers in the district; 

(xiii) facilitate community training and awareness programmes for prevention of 
disaster or mitigation with the support of local authorities, governmental and non
governmental organisations; 

(xiv) set up, maintain, review and upgrade the mechanism for early warnings and 
dissemination of proper information to public; 

(xv) prepare, review and update district level response plan and guidelines; 

(xvi) coordinate response to any threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(xvii) ensure that the Departments of the Government at the district level and the 
local authorities prepare their response plans in accordance with the district response 
plan; 

(xviii) lay down guidelines for, or give direction to, the concerned Department of 
the Government.i~ the district level or any other authorities within the local limits ofth,e . 
district to take measures to respond effectively to any threatening disaster situation or 
disaster; 

(xix) advise, assist and coordinate the activities of the Departments of the 
Government at the district level, statutory bodics and other governmental and non
governmental organisations in the district engaged in the disaster management; 

(xx) coordinate with, and give guidelines to, local authorities in the district to 
ensure that measures for the prevention or mitigation of threatening disaster situation 
or disaster in the district are carried out promptly and effectively; 

(XXI) provide necessary tcchnical assistance or give advise to the local authorities 
in the district for carrying out their functions; 

(xxii) review development plans prepared by the Departments of the Ciovernment 
at the district level, statutory authorities or local authorities with a view to make 
necessary provisions therein for prevention of disaster or mitigation; 

(xxiii) examine the construction in any area in the district and, if it is of the 
opinion that the standards for the prevention of disaster or mitigation laid down for 
such construction is not heinl' or has not been followed, may direct the concerned 
authority to tilke ~lIch action ;JS may he necessary to secure c()mpliance of such 
standards: 

~xxiv) iaentifY huildings and places which could, in the event orany threatening 
(~::<~()tt"'r: :t\l;'~ (',1'· i)~ di::;;l<,tc r .!,' l~",l'd ;!', !,-~~il'rCt' )1':r:, (l: ~';li!lj"\ ,\ .<1 rJ1;\~C ;\'"I;H1f',t'! i('!l!' 
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(xxv) establish stockpiles of relief and rescue materials or ensure preparedness 
to make such materials available at a short notice; 

(xxv,) provide information to the State Authority relating to different aspects of 
disaster management; 

(xxv;,) encourage the involvement of non-governmental organisations and 
voluntary social-welfare institutions working at the grassroots level in the district for 
disaster management; . 

(xxv;;,) ensure communication systems are in order, and disaster management 
driUs are carried out periodically; 

(xxix) perform such other functions as the State Government or State Authority 
may assign to it or as it deems necessary for disaster management in the District. 

31. (1) There shall be a plan for disaster management for every district of the State. 

(2) The District Plan shall be prepared by the District Authority, after consultation 
with the local authorities and having regard to the National Plan and the State Plan, to be 
approved by the State Authority. 

(J) The District Plan shall includ~ 

(0) the areas in the district vulnemble to different forms of disasters; 

(b) the measures to be taken. for prevention and mitigation of disaster. by the 
Departments of the Government at the district level and local authorities in the district; 

(c) the capacity-building and preparedness measures required to be taken by the 
Departments of the Government at the district .level and the local authorities in the 
district to respond to any threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

Cd) the response plans and procedures, in the event ofa disaster, providing for

(,) allocation of responsibilities to the Departments of the Government at 
the district level and the local authorities in the district; 

(;,) prompt response to disaster and relief thereof; 

(ii,) procurement of essential resources; 

(iv) establi:)hment of communication links; and 

(v) the dissemination of information to the public; 

(e) such other matters as may be required by the State Authority. 

(4) The District Plan shall be reviewed and updated annually. 

(5) The copies of the District Plan referred to in sub-sections (2) and (4) shall be ~ade 
available to the Departments of the Government in the district. 

(6) The District Authority shall send a copy of the District Plan to the State Authority 
which shall forward it to the State Government. 

(7) The District Authority shall, review from time to time, the implementation of the 
Plan and issue such instrue1ions to·different departments of the Government in the district as 
it may deem necessary for the implementation thereof. 

32. Every office of the Government ofIndia and of the State Government at the district 
level and the local authorities shall, subject to the supervision of the District Authority. -
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(a) prepare a disaster management plan setting out the following, namely:

(I) provisions for prevention ano mitigation measures as provided for in 
the District Plan and as is assigned to the department or agency concerned; 

(iI) provisions for taking measures relating to capacity-building and 
preparedness as laid down in the District Plan; 

(iii) the response plans and procedures, in the event of, any threatening 
disaster situation or disaster; 

(b) coordinate the preparation and the implementation ofits plan with those of 
the other organisations at the district level including local authority, communities and 
other stakeholders; 

(c) regularly review and update the plan; and 

(d) submit a copy of its disaster management plan, and of any amendment 
thereto, to the District Authority. 

33. The District Authority may by order require any officer or any Department at the 
district level or any local authority to take such measures for the prevention or mitigation of 
disaster, or to effectively respond to it, as may be necessary, and such officer or department 
shall be bound to carry out such order. 

34. For the purpose of assisting, protecting or providing relief to the community, in 
response to any threatening disaster situation 01' disaster, the District Authority may-

(a) give directions for the release and use of resources available with any 
Department of the Government and the local authority in the district; 

(b) control and restrict vehicular traffic to, from and within, the vulnerable or 
affected area; 

;'·f:t~t!i;~;J:;i'{~:, . (c) control and restrict the. entry of any person into, his movement within and 
. , dep~fi:orn, a vulnerable or affected area; 

(d) remove debris. conduct search and carry out rescue operations; 

( e) provide shelter, food, drinking water and essential provisions, healthcare and 
services; 

(f) establish emergency communication systems in the affected area; 

(g) make arrangements for the disposal of the unclaimed dead bodies; 

(h) recommend to any Department ofthe Government of the State or any authority 
or body under that Government at the district level to take such measures as are 
necessary in its opinion; 

(I) require experts and consultants in the relevant fields to advise and assist as 
it may deem necessary; 

(j) procure exclusive or preferential use of amenities from any authority or person; 

(k) construct temporary bridges or other necessary structures and demolish 
structures which may be hazardous to public or aggravate the effects of the disaster; 

(f) ensure that the non-governmental organisationc carry out their activities in 
an equitable and non-<iiscriminatory manner; 

i 1'1'1 take such otb.-r step' It' rna:;"" rcqUlrC(! ~lr \'ilfflUltc(: II' he tal ':1' in such a 
,'dluatil'il. 
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CHAPTER V 

MEASURES BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

35. (I) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Central Government shall take all 
such measures as it deems necessary or expedient for the purpose of disaster management. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub
section (I), the measures which the Central Government may take under that sub-section 
include measures with respect to all or any of the following matters, namely:-

(0) coordination of actions of the Ministries or Departments of the Government 
ofIndia, State Governments, National Authority, State Authorities, governmental and 
non-governmental organisations in relation to disaster management; 

(b) ensure the integration of measures for prevention of disasters and mitigation 
by Ministries or Departments of the Government ofIndia into their development plans 
and projects; 

(c) ensure appropriate allocation of funds for prevention of disaster, mitigation, 
capacity-building and preparedness by the Ministries or Departments of the Government 
ofIndia; 

(d) ensure that the Ministries or Departments of the Government of India take 
necessary measures for preparedness to promptly and effectively respond to any 
threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(e) cooperation and assistance to State Governments, as requested by them or 
otherwise deemed appropriate by it; 

(j) deployment of naval, military and air forces, other armed forces of the Union 
or any other civilian personnel as may be required for the purposes of this Act; 

(g) coordination with the United Nations agencies, international organisations 
and governments of foreign countries for the purposes of th is Act; 

(h) establish institutions for research, training, and developmental pf()grammes 
in the field of disaster management; 

(i) such other matters as it deems necessary or expedient for the purpose of 
securing effective implementJtion of the provisions of this Act. 

(3) The Central Government may extend such support to other countries affected by 
major disaster as it may deem appropriate, 

36, It shall be the responsibility of every Ministry or Department of the Government of, 
India to--

(a) take measures necessary for preventioll of disa<;ters, mitigation, prepared/le~s 
and capacity-building in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the National 
Authority; 

(b) integrate into its development plans and projects, the measures for prevention 
or mitigation of disasters in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the National 
Authority; 

(c) respond effectively and promptly to any threatening disaster situatioll or 
disaster in accordance with the guidelines of the National Authority or the directions 
orthe Natiolla I Executive Committee in this behalf; 

(,,') It:vi,'w the CII;)ctIllCll::; :Idillillisll'rcd I,v if. ,ts policic), 111~l'S alld rcgllid:IIlIl". 

\', i: I, :1 v ICW r, iTlCOrpnrlli c rlie,,' j Tl 11 Ie p," j i~ ;,)1)' IH'C':';,;\[ .1 (/'I " ('\ ('Il! j,:n I -.r d i:, i ,Ie r, 
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(e) allocate funds for measures for prevention of disaster, mitigation; capaGity
bui/ding and preparedness; 

(f) provide assistance to the National Authority and State Governments for

(Il drawing up mitigation, preparedness and response plans, capacity
building, data collection and identification and training of persoMel in relation 
to disaster management; 

(if) carrying out rescue and relief operations in the affected area; 

(iii) assessing the damage from any disaster; 

(ill) carrying out rehabilitation and reconstruction; 

(g) make available its resources to the National Executive Committee or a State 
Executive Committee for the purposes of responding promptly and effectively to any 
threatening disaster situation or disaster, including measures for-

relief, 

(I) providing emergency communication in a vulnerable or affected area; 

(ii) transporting persoMel and relief goods to and from the affected area; 

(iii) providing evacuation, rescue, temporary shelter or other immediate 

(iv) setting up temporary bridges,jetties and landing places; 

(v) providing, drinking water, essential provisions, healthcare, and services 
in an affected area; 

(h) take such other actions as it may consider necessary for disaster management. 

37. (1) Every Ministry or Department of the Government ofIndia shall-

(a) prepare a disaster management plan specifYing the following particulars, 
narnely:--

(I) the measures to be taken by it for prevention and mitigation of disasters 
in accordance with the National Plan; 

(il) the specifications regarding integration of mitigation measures in its 
development plans in accordance with the guidelines of the National Authority 
and the National Executive Committee; 

(iii) its roles and responsibilities in relation to preparedness and capacity
building to deal with any threatening diwter situation or disac;ter; 

(iv) its roles and responsibilities in regard to promptly and effectively 
responding to any threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(v) the present status of its preparedness to perform the roles and 
responsibilities specified in sub-clauses (iii) and (iv); 

(VI) the measures required to be taken in order to enable it to perform its 
responsibilities specified in sub-clauses (iii) and (iv); 

(b) review and update annua/lythe plan referred to in clause (a); 

(c) forward a copy of the plan referred to in clause (0) or clause (b), as the case 
may be, to the Central Government which Government shall forwarc a copy thereof to 
the National Authority for its approval. 

(-') Every M inistrj or Department of the Government ofIndia shall--

(u) make. v,'lik preparing d~aster maragcl'I,:rn plM' unclel ( ';t'I~C (iI~) 0' ,"!JO' 
." (·tio!l (i), prOViSions for fiJlan .. :in< 11K ilctivitie.': ',:\ccifirci thcreir:; 
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(b) furnish a status report regarding the implementation of the plan referred to in 
clause (a) of sub-section (1) to the National Authority, as and when required by it. 

38. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, each State Government shall take all 
measures specified in the guidelines laid down by the National Authority and such further 
measures as it deems necessary or expedient, for the purpose of disaster management. 

(2) The measures which the State Government may take under sub-section (I) include 
measures with respect to all or any of the following matters, n.-nely:-

(a) coordination of actions of different dq,artments of the Government of the 
State;·the State Authority, District Authorities, local au.hority and other non
govetmnental organisations; 

(b) cooperation and assistance in the disaster management to the National 
Authority and National Executive Committee, the State Authority and the 'State 
Executive Committee, and the District Authorities; 

(e) cooperation with, and assistance to,the Ministries or Dep@rtments of the 
Government of India in disaster mana&ement, as requested by them or otherwise 
deemed appropriate by it; 

(d) allocation of funds for measures for prevention of disaster, mitigation, 
capacity-building and preparedness by the departments of the Government of the 
State in accordance with the provisions of the State Plan and the District Plans; 

(e) ensure that the inte gration of measures for prevention of disaster or mitigation 
by the departments of the Government of the State in their development plans and 
projects; 

(f) integrate in the State development i,'an, measures to reduce or mitigate the 
vulnerability of different parts of the State to different disasters;. 

(g) ensure the preparatio.l otdisaster management plans by different departments 
of the State in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the National Authority and 
the State Authority; 

(h) establishment of adequate warning systems up to the level of vulnerable 
communities; , 

(I) ensure that different departments of the Governmcl.t of the State and the 
District Authorities take appropriate preparedness measures; 

(j) ensure that in a threatening disaster situation or disaster, the resources of 
different departments of the Government of the State are made available to the National 
Executive Committee or the State Executive Committee or the District Authorities, as 
the case may be, for the purposes of effective response, rescue and relief in any 
threatening disaster situation or disaster; , 

(k) provide rehabilitation and reconstruction assistance to the ,victims of any 
disaster; and 

(I) such other illftners as it deems necessary or expedient for the purpose of 
securing effective implementation of provisions of this Act.. 

I 

39. It shall be the responsibility of every department of the Govermnent of a State to-

(a) take measures necessary for prevention of disasters, mitigation, prepareduess 
and capacity-building in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the National 
Authority and the Statr Authority; 

(,,) integrate into Its development 1'laIlS and project~. the measures fo' prevention 

:", ;ii:"I·,1er ii.'1d mitigatil1n: 
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(c) allocate funds for prevention of disaster, mitigation, capacity-building and 
preparedness; 

(d) rcspondeffectively and promptly to any threatening·disaster situation or 
disaster in'accordance with the State Plan, and in accordance with the guidelines or 
diredions of the Nadrl\al Executive Committee l'nd the State Executive Committee; 

(e) review the enac.tments administered by it, its policies, rules and regulations 
with a view to incorporate therein the provisions necessary for prevcntioh of disasters, 
mitigation or preparedness; 

(f) provide assistance, as required, by· the National Executive Committee, the 
State Executive Committee and DistrictAuthorities, for-

(I) drawing up mitigation, preparedness and response plans, capacity
building, data collection and identification and training of personnel in relation 
to disaster management; 

(il) assessing the damage from any disaster; 

(iii) canying out rehabilitation and reconstruction; 

(g) .make provision for resources in consultation with the State Authority for 
the implementation of the District Plan by its authorities at the district level; 

(Jr) make available its resources to the Natinnal Executive Committee or the State 
Executive Committee or the DistrictAuthorities for the purposes of responding promptly 
and effectively to any disaster in the State, including measures for-

relief, 

(,) providing emergency communication with a wlnerable or affec.ted area; 

(iI) transporting personnel and relief goods to and from the affected area; 

(iiI) providing evacuation, rescue, temporary shelter or other immediate 

(iv) carrying out evacuation of persons or live-stock from an area of any 
threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

(v) setting up temporary bridges, jetties and landing places; 

(VI) providing dri.1}.ing water, essen~ial provisions, healthcare and :cervices 
in an affected area; 

(I) such other actions a., rnay b~ nc'Cessary for disaster management. 

40. (1) Every department of the State Goverr-m~nt, in eonfonnity with the guidelines 
laid down by the State Authority, ~h::ll!-

(a) prepare a disaster manAgement pian Which shall lay down the following :

(i) the types of disaslcn; to which different parts of the Slate arc vu1ncrable; 

(il) integration 0f ~tJ'~te&ies for the prevention of disaster or the mitigation 
of its effects or both with t:u; development plans and programmes by the 
dep<ill1n ent; 

(iii) th~ rolf~, !"J1ct re.~pol1~ihilities of the department of the State in the 
event of any threatcnint; disaster situation or disaster and emergency surport 
furtCtiol; it is rcqu;~cd in :,(.,; ~)j!II; 

(.1') ?{ESCn( :'I;':l· .... e·l :;.'. prcp"r;;;dncs<; to perfo,'m such ~nl;s ()f 

~-e~{l~'ln::ihi1itrc'~ 0:' ~,~1:·:~::f(~··~t'H:y ~,~ir;10rt {",!nct;on uncier ~il~l,-c:l:"n(.·.,: (i!:'\ 
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(b) annually review alid update the plan referred to in clause (a); and 

(c) furnish a copy of the plan referred to in clause (a) or clause (b), as the case 
may be, to the State Authority. 

(2) Every department of the State Govel1U1lent, while preparing the plan under sub
section (1), shall make provisions for financing the activities specified therein. 

(3) Every department of the State Government shall furnish an implementation status 
report to the State Executive Committee regarding the implementation of the disaster 
management plan referred to in sub-section (I). 

CHAPTER VI 

LocAL AumOIUTlES 

41. (/) Subject to the directions of the District Authority, a local authority shall

(a) ensure that its officers and employees are trained for diS8$ter management; 

(b) ensure that resources relating to disaster management arc so maintained as 
to be readily available for use in the event of any threatening disaster situation or 
disaster; 

(c) ensure all construction projects under it or within its jurisdiction conform to 
the standards and specifications laid down for prevention of disasters and mitigation 
by the National Authority, State Authority and the District Authority; 

(d) carry out relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction activities in the affected 
area in accordance with the State Plan and the District Plan. 

(2) The local authority may take such other measures as may be necessary for the 
disaster management. 

CHAPTER VII 

NATIONAL INSTffiJ1l OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

42. (I) With effect from such date as the Central Government may, by notification in 
the Official Gazette appoint in this behalf, there shall be constituted an institute to be called 
the National Institute of Disa .. ter Management. 

(2) The National Institute of Disaster Management shall consist of such number of 
members as may be prescribed by the Central Government. 

(3) The term of office of, and vacancies among, members of the National Institute of 
Disaster Management and manner of filling such vacancies shall be such as may be prescribed. 

(4) There shall be a governing body of the National Institute of Disaster Management 
which shall be constituted by the Central Government from amongst the members of the 
National Institute of Disaster Management in such manner as may be prescribed. 

(5) The governing body of the National Institute of Disaster Management shall exercise 
such powers and discharge such functions as may be prescribed by regulations. 

(6) The procedure to be followed in excercise of its powers and discharge ofits functions 
by the governing body, and the term of office of, and the manner of filling vacancies among 
the members of the governing body, shall be such as may be prescribed by regulations. 

(7) Until the regulations are made under this section, the Central Government may 
make such regulations; and any regulation so made may be altered or rescinded by the 
National Institute of Disaster Management in exercise of its powers. 

(8) SUbject to the provisions of this Act, the National Institute of Disaster Management 
shall functicn within the brO;Jd policies and guidelines laid d(lwn by the National Authority 
and be reSfl(lnsible for plarHlng and promoti!lg trailling and research in the ;uc:a ()rdi~;as"~l 
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management, documentation and development of national level information base relating 
to disaster management policies, prevention mechanisms and mitigation measures. 

(9) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions contained in sub-section 
(8), the National Institute, for the discharge of its functions, may -

(0) develop training modules, undertake research and documentation in disaster 
management and organise training programmes; 

(b) fonnulate and implement a comprehensive human resource development 
plan covering all aspects of diSaster management; 

(c) provide assistance in national level policy formulation; 

(d) provide required assistance to' the training and research institutes for 
development of training and research programmes for stakeholders including 
Government functionaries and undertake training offaculty members of the State level 
training institutes; 

(e) provide assistance to the State Governments and State training institutes in 
the fonnulation of State level policies, strategies, disaster management framework and 
any other assistance as may be required by the State Governments or State training 
institutes for capacity-building of stakeholders, Government including its functionaries, 
civil society members, corporate sector and people's elected representatives; 

(/) develop educational materials for disaster management including academic 
and professional courses; 

(g) promote awareness among stakeholders including college or school teachers 
and students, technical personnel and ot'ters associated with multi-hazard mitigation, 
preparedness and response measures; 

(h) undertake, organise and facilitate study courses, conferences, lectures, 
seminars within and outside the 'country to promote the aforesaid objects; 

(I) undertake and provide for publication ofjoumals, research papers and books 
and establish and maintain libraries in furtherance of the aforesaidobjects; 

(;) do all such other lawful things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment 
of the above objects; and 

(k) undertake any other function as may be assigned to it by the Central 
Government. 

43. The Central Government shall provide the National Institute of Disaster 
Management with such officers, consultants and other employees, as it considers necessary, 
for carrying out its functions. 

CHAPTERVIll 

NATIONAL DISASTER REsPONSE FORCE 

Officers and 
other 
employees of 
the National 
Institute. 

44. (1) There shall be constituted a National Disaster Response Force for the purpose National 

of specialist response to a threatening disaster situation or disaster. Disaster 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Force shall be constituted ill such manner 
and, the conditions of service of the members of the Force, including disciplinary provisions 
therefor, be such as may be prescribed. 

45. The gener".! superintendence, direction and control of the Force shall be vested 
and exercised by the Natioll;]: Authority and the ,:ortllll:lnd and 'Ctl1wrvisiofl ot tlie Ft'fCr. shall 

vest III an onicer to rx~ appoi'ltcd by the Cent a: ,:iOVCllliliCJ1! ;:;c' i)ire,:tm (.ellel.1i pflllc 
N,}(il'f1;d )), ,;~;rc; fi'''''pnll.'it' ·.'orcr 
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CHAPTER IX 
FINANCE, ACCOUNTS AND AiJDrr 

46. (/) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute 
a fund to be called the National Disaster Response Fund for meeting any threatening disaster 
situation 01' disaster and there shall be credited thereto-

(a) an amount which tIle Central Government may, after due appropriation made 
by Parliament by law in this behalf provide; 

(b) any grants that may be made by any person or institution for the purpose of 
disaster management. 

(2) The National Disaster Response Fund shall be made available to the National 
Executive Committee to be applied towards meeting the expenses for emergency response, 
reliefand rehabilitation in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the Central Government 
in consultation with the National Authority. 

47. (J) The Central Government may, by notification in the Offici&! Gazette, constitute 
a Fund to be called the National Disaster Mitigation Fund for projects exclusively for the 
purpose of mitigation and there shall be credited thereto such amount which the Central 
Gove~ment may, after due appropriation made by Parliament by law in this behalf, provide. 

(2) The National Disaster Mitigation Fund shall be applied by the National Authority. 

4~. (1) The State Gov~mment shall, immediately after notifications issued for 
constituting the State Authority and the District Authorities, establish for the purposes of 
this Act the following fund:>, namely:--

(a) the fund to be called the State Disaster Response Fund; 

(b) the fund to be called the District Disaster Response Fund; 

(c) the fund to be called the State Disaster Mitigation Fund; 

(d) the fund to be called the District Disaster Mitigation Fund. 

(2) The State Government shall ensure that the-funds established-

(I) under clause (a) of sul1-section (J) is available to the State Executive Committe:; 

(il) under sub-clause (c) of slJb-section (I) is available to the State Authority; 

(iii) under clau:>c!) (b) anu (d) of sub-section (I) are available to the District 
Authority. 

49. (1) Evc;:ry Ministry or Department of the Government of India shall make provisions, 
in its annual budget, for funds for the purposes of carrying out the activities and programmes 
set out in its disaster management pl:m. 

(2) The provisions of sub-section (l) s;.all, mutali,~ mutandis, apply to departments of 
the Government ofthe SIMc, 

50. Where by reason of any threatening disaster situation or disaster, the National 
Authority or the State Authority or the District Authority is satisfied that immediate 
procurement 0 f provisions or materials or the immed iate appJ ication of resources arc necessary 
for rescue or relief,-

(a) it may autho.isc the cOilcerned department or l1uthorityto make t:1e emergcr:cy 
procurement and in such ca:;e, the standard procedure rC(luiring inviting of tenders 
shall he deemed te he waived: 

(h) ,: cotif:catc ,1!J(},:t utilisatio;' of' provisions or materiah by U" C()~llO::;f)~; 
()t11c~ ~L:thor!~e(~ h:, ::;- {\l~~tilJn2.! f\u1J~0dty. Sta1~ ~t\uthorit:: or D~~;tri( \ '\ !.!~;;I"',~'ii~/, "\''; 

:h~' C._' ;<- nla:! b~, ~~f'<\' >:-- <~>:-:~'~~~! t" hr" -,,-",J;d d()C\H11e.n~ or v·:,ucrv:r fnc: :.- ~i"'''':''~~l'' .,r 
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CHAPTER X 
OfFENCES AND PENALTIES 

51. Whoever, without reasonable cause-

23 

(a) obo>1Juets any officer or employee of the Central Government or the State 
Government. or a person authorised by the National Authority or State Authority or 
District Authority in the discharge of his fimctions under this Act; or 

(b) refuses to comply with any direction given by or on behalf of the Central 
Government or the State Government or the National Executive Committee or the State 
Executive Committee or the DistrictAuthority under this Act, 

shall on conviction be pwlishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year 
or with fine, or with both, and ifsuch obstruction or refusal to comply with directions results 
in loss oflives or imminent danger thereof, shall on conviction be punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to two years. ' 

52. Whoever knowingly makes a claim which he knows or has reason to believe to be 
false for obtaining any relief, assistance, repair, reconstruction or other benefits consequent 
to disaster from any officer of the Central Government. the State Government. the National 
Authority, the State Authority or the District Authority, shall, on conviction be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, and also with fine. 

53. Whoever, being entrusted with any money or materials, or otherwise being, in 
custody of, or dominion over, any money or goods, meant for providing relief in any 
threatening disaster situation or disaster, misappropriates or appropriates for his own use or 
disposes of such money or materials or any part thereof or wilfully compels any other person 
so to do, shall on conviction be punishable wiL'l imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to two years, and also with fine. 

54. Whoever makes or circulates a false alarm or warning as to disaster or its severity 
or magnitude, leading to panic, shall on conviction, be punishable with imprisonment which 
may extend to one year or with fine. 

55. (1) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by any Department of the 
Government, the head of the Department shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall 
be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly unless he proves that the 
offence was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to 
prevent the commission of such offence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), where an offence under 
this Act has been committed by a Department of the Government and it is proved that the 
offence has been committed with the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to any 
neglect on the part of, any officer, other than the head of the Department, such officer shall 
be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and 
punished accordingly. 

56. Any officer, on whom any duty has been imposed by or under this Act and who 
ceases or refuses to perform or withdraws himself from the duties of his office shall, unless 
he has obtained the express written permission of his official superior or has other lawful 
excuse for so doing, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one 
year or with fine. ~. 
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58. (1) Where an offence wlder this Act has been. committed by a company or body 
corporate, every person who at the time the offence was committed, was in charge of, and 
was responsible to, the company, for the conduct of tho business of the company, as well as 
the company, shall be deemed to be gUilty of the conttavention and shall be liable to be 
proceeded against and punished accordingly: 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall render any such person liable to any 
punishment provided in this Act, if he provei that the offence was committed without his 
knowledge or that he exercised due diligence to prevent the commission of such offence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I). where an offence under 
this Act has been committed by a company, and it is proved that the offence was committed 
with the con~nt or coMivance of or is attributable.to any neglect on the part of any director, 
manager, secretary or other officer of the company, such director. manager, secretary or other 
officer shall also, be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded 
against and punished accordingly. 

Explanation.-For the purpose of this section -

(a) "company" means any body corporate and includes a fann or other association 
of individuals; and 

( b) "director", in relation to a firm, means a partner in the firm. 

S9. No prosecution for offences punishable under sections 55 and 56 shall be instituted 
except with the previous sanction of the Central GoverMlcotorthe State Government, as the 
case may be, or of any officer authorised in this behalf, by general or special order, by such 
Government 

60. No court shall take cognizance ofan offence under this Act except on a complaint 
made by-

(a) the National Authority, tlte State Authority, the Central Government, the 
State Government, the District Authority or any other authority or officer authorised in 
this behalf by that Authority or Government, as the case may be; or 

(b) any person who has given notice of not less than thirty days in the manner 
prescribed, of the alleged offence and his intention to make a complaint to the National 
Authority, the State Authority, the Central GoverMlent, the State Government, the 
District Authority Qr any other authority or officer authorised as aforesaid.". 

CHAPTER XI 
MISCELLANEOUS 

61. While providing compensation and relief to the victims of disaster~ there shall be 
no discrimination on the ground of sex, caste, community, descent or religion. 

62. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in force, 
it shall be lawful for the Central Government to issue direction in writing to the Ministries or 
Departments ofthe'Govemmcnt oflndia, or the National ExecutiVe Commi~ or the State 
Government, State Authority, State Executive Committee, statutory bodies or any of its 
officers or employees, as the case may be, to facilitate or assist in the disaster management 
and such Ministry or Department-or Government or Authority, Executive Committee, statutofy 
body, officer or employee shall be bound to comply with such direction. 

63. Any officer or authority of the Union or a State, when requested by the National 
Executive Committee, any State Executive Committee or District Authority or any person 
authorised by such Committee or Authority in this behalf, shall make available to that 
Committee or authority or person, such officers and employees as requested for, to perform 
any of the fl1nction~ m connection with the prevention of disaster or mitigation or rescue or 
re lie fworl< 
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64. Subject to the provisions of this Act, if it appears to the National Executive 
Committee, State Executive Committee or the District Authority, as· the case may be, that 
provisions of My rule, regulation, notification, guide:ine, instruction, order,scheme or bye
laws, as the case may be, are required to be made or amended for the purposes of prevention 
of disasters or the mitigatbn thereof, it may require the amendment of such rules, regulation, 
notification, guidelines, instruction, order, scheme or bye-laws, as the case may be, for that 
purpose, and the appropriate department or authority shall take nf.cessary action to comply 
with the requirements. 

65. (1) Ifit appears to the National Executive Committee, State Executive Committee or 
Dimct Authority or any officer as may be authorised by it in this behalf that-

(a) any resources with any authority or person are needed for the purpose of 
prompt response; 

(b) any premises are needed or likely to be needed for the purpose of rescue 
operations; or 

(c) any vehicle is needed or is likely to be needed for the purposes Li'tp'-Sport 
of resources from disaster affected areas or transport of resources to the affected area 
or transport in connection with rescue, rehabilitation or reconstruction, 

such authority may, by order in writing, requisition such resources or premises or such 
vehicle, as the case may be, and may make such further orders as may appear to it to be 
necessary Of expedient in connection with the requisitioning. 

(2) Whenever any resource, premises or vehicle is requisitioned under sub-section 
(I), the period of such requisition shall not extend beyond the period for which such resource, 
premises or vehicle is required for any of the purposes mentioned in that sub-section. 

(3) In this section,-

(a) "resources" includes men and material resources; 

(b) "services" includes facilities; 

(c) "premises" means any land, building or part ofa building and includes a hut, 
shed or other structure or any part thereof; 

(d) "vehicle" means any vehicle used or capable of being used for the purpose 
of transport, whether propelled by mechanical power or otherwise. 

66. (1) Whenever any Committee, Authority Of officer referred to in su1Hection (I) of 
section 65, in pursuance of that section requisitions any premises, there shall be paid to the 
persons interested compensation the amount of which shall be determined by taking into 
consideration the following, namely:-

(I) the rent payable in respect of the premises, or ifno rent is so payable, the rent 
payable for similar premises in the locality; 

(iz) if as consequence of the requisition of the premises the person interested is 
compelled to change his residence or place of business, the reasonable expenses (i f 
any) incidental to such change: 

Provided that where any person interested being aggrieved by the 3JnNtnt of 
("nmpens3tion so determined In:lkes ;'In application within the thirty days t.o the '~~e~arill 

Govcmment or th:.:: State Govemrnent. a<; the case may be, for reterrinr, the md~1)~; to ;;d 

, l.·jtr.)tnr. !l~f' :~,n':~'\lll~ t\fr:0!nrcn~;:;ti:,'; ~,~ be :-.;\id ~LvlI b::~ snch u..') ~h',' ;:"fh~1!,?t:~,:- 2f-r!' ,;1(" 
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Provided further that where there is any dispute as to the title to receive the 
compensation or as to the apportionment of the amount of compensation, it shall be referred 
by the Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, to an arbitrator 
appointed in this behalfby the Central Government or the State Government, as the case may 
be, for determination, and shall be determined in accordance with the decision of such 
arbitrator. 

Exp/anation.-In this sub-section, the expression "person interested" means the 
person who was in actual possession of the premises requisitioned under section 65 
immediately before the requisition, or where no person was in such actual possession, the 
owner of such premises. 

(2) Whenever any Committee, Authority or officer, referred to in sub-section (I) of 
section 6S in pursuance of that section requisitions any vehicle, there shan be paid to the 
owner thereof compensation the amount of which shan be determined by the Central 
Government or the State Government, as the case may be, on the basis of the fares or rates 
prevailing in the locality for the hire of such vehicle: 

Provided that where the owner of such vehicle being aggrieved by the amount of 
compensation so determined makes an application within the prescribed time to the Central 
Government or the State Government, as the case may be, for referring the matter to all 
arbitrator, the amount of compensation to be paid shall be such as the arbitrator appointed in 
this behalf by the Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, may 
determine: 

Provided further that where immediately before the requisitioning the vehicle or vessel 
was by virtue of a hire purchase agreement in the possession of a person other than the 
owner, the amount determined under this sub-section as the total compensation payable in 
respect of the requisition shall be apportioned between that person and the owner in such 
manner as they may agree upon, and in default of agreement, in such manner as an arbitrator 
appointed by the Central Government or the Sta.e Government, as the case may bt:, in this 
behalf may decide. 

67. The National Authority, the :Jtate Authority, or a DistrictAuthority may recommend 
to the Government to give direction to any authority or person in control of any audio or 
audio-visual media or such other means of communication as may be availlible to carry any 
warning or advisories regarding any threatening disaster sitUation or disaster, and the said 
means of commllDication and media 8S designated shall comply with such direction. 

68. Every order or decision of the National AuthoritY or the National Executive 
Committee, the State Authority, or the State Executive Committee or the District Authority, 
shall be authenticated by such officers of the National Authority or the National Executive 
Committee or, the State Executive Committee, or the DistrictAuthority, as may be authorised 
by it in this behalf. 

69. The National Executive Committee, State Executive Committee, as the case may be, 
by general or special order in writing, may delegate to the Chairperson or allY other member 
or to any officer, subject to such conditions and limitations, if any, as may be specified in the 
order, such of ~ts powers and functions under this Act as it may deem necessary. 

70. (J) The National Authority shall prepare once every year, in such form and at such 
time as may be prescribed, an annual report giving a true and full account of its activities 
during the previous year and copies thereof shall be forwarded to the Central Government 
and that Government shall cause the same to be laid before both Houses of Parliament within 
one month of its receipt. 

(2) The State Authority shall prepare once in every year, in such form and at such time 
as may be prescribed, an annual uport giving a true and full account of its activities during 
the previous year and copies thereof shall be forwarded to the State Government and that 
Government shall cause the same to be laid before each House of the State Legislature wlie7c 

It consists of h\'(1. Houses, or where such Lcgislafurc consists 0 f om; HUII5C. befmt' ,i~;I; 
fhil~ , 
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71. No court (except the Supreme Court or a High Court) shall have jurisdiction to 
entertain 'any suit or proceeding in respect of anything done, action taken, ordefs made, 
direction, instruction or guidelines issued by the Central Government, National Authority, 
State Government, State Authority or District Authority in pursuance of afiY power conferred 
by, or in relation to its functions, by this Act. 

71. The provisions of this Act, shall have effect, notwithstanding anything inconsistent 
therewith contained in any other law for the time being in force or in any instrument having 
effect by virtue of any law other than this Act. 

73. No suit or prosecution or other proceeding shall lie in any court against the 
Central Government or the National Authority or the State Government or the State Authority 
or the DistrictAuthority or local authority or any officer or employee of the Central Government 
or the National Authority or the State Government or tbe State Authority or the District 
Authority or local authority or any person working for on behalf of such Government or 
authority in respect of any work done or purported to have been done or intended to be done 
in good faith by such authority or Government or such officer or employee or such person 
under the provisions of this Act or the rules or regulations made thereunder. 

74. Officers and employees of the Central Government, National Authority, National 
Executive Committee, State Government, State Authority, State Executive Committee or District 
Authority shall be immune from legal process in regard to any warning in respect of any 
impending disaster communicated or disseminated by them in their official capacity or any 
action taken or direction issued by them in pursuance of such communication or 
dissemination. 

75. (J) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules 
for canying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such 
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely :-

(a) the composition and number of the members of the National Authority under 
sub-section (2), :.,d the tenn of office and conditions of service of members of the 
National Authority under sub-section (4), of section 3; 

(b) the allowances to be paid to the members of the advisory committee under 
sub-section (2) of section 7; 

(e) the powers and functions of the Chairperson of the National Executive 
Committee under sub-section (3) ofsection 8 and ilie procedure to be followed by the 
National Executive Committee in exercise of its powers and discharge of itS functions 
under sub-section (4) of section 8; 

(d) allowances to be paid to the persons associated with the sub-committee 
constituted by the National Executive Committee under sub-sect'')n (3) of section 9; 

(e) the number of members of the National Institute of Disaster Management 
under sub-section (2), the tenn of the office and vacancies among members and the 
manner of filling such vacancies under sub-section (3) and the manner of constituting 
the Governing Body of the National Institute of Disaster Management under sub
section (4) of section 42; 

if) the manner of constitution of the Force, the conditions of service of the 
members of the Force, including disciplina.')' provisions under suh-section (2) ofscctioll 
44; 

(g) the manner in which notice of the offense and of thc iiltention to make a 
complaint to the National AuthOl ity, the Stllte Authority, the Central Government, the 
Statr G0vcrnplcnt or the c;thCI authority or offi '_' ( r under c lat;~c (h) of S~CI ion 60; 

(In the '·}lll1 if I which a(-; , the tUIlC v/ilh:l. \N!I:C!1 ;~IlI:!i;\ i I. 'j:);', l~ ~, ~"c pr~:1 ;l.r·:(; 
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(I} any other matter which is to be, or may be, prescribed, or in respect of which 
provision is to be made by rules. 

76. (I) The National Institute of Disaster Management, with the previous approv!.tl (jf 
the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make regulations consistent 
with this Act and the rules made thereunder to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such 
regulations may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:-

(a) powers and functions to be exercised and dicharged by the governing body; 

(b) procedure to be followed by the governing body in exercise of the powers 
and discharge of its functions; 

(c) any other matter for which under this Act provision may be made by the 
regulations. 

77. Every rule made by the Central Government and every regulation made by the 
National Institute of Disaster Management under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be 
after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for a total period of 
thirty days which may be cOillprised of one session or in two or more successive sessions, 
and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the session or the successive 
sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or regulation or 
both Houses agree that the rule or regulation should not be made, the rule or regulation shall 
thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as t.he case may be; so, 
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity 
of anything previously done undf;!'r that rule or regulation. 

78. (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Otlicial Gazette, make ruks to 
carry out the provisions of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such 
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:-

(a) the composition and number of the members of the State Authority under 
sub-section (2), and the tcrm of office and conditions of service of the members of the 
State Authority under sub-section (5), of section 14; 

(b) the allowances to be paid to the members of the advisory committee under 
sub-section (2) of section 17; 

(c) the powers and functions of the Chairperson of the State Executive Committee 
under sub-section (3), and the procedure to be followed by the State Executive 
Committee in exercise of its powers and discharge of its functions under sub-section 
(4) of section 20; 

(d) allowances to be paid to the pcr~ons (lssociated with the sub-committee 
constituted by the State Executive Committee under sub-section (3) of section 21 ; 

(e) the composition and the number of members ofthe District Authority under 
sub-section (2), and the powers and functions to be exercised and discharged by the 
Chief Executive Officer of the District Aulhority uader sub-section (3) of section 25; 

(I) allowances payable to the persons associated with any committee constitut,cd 
Dy the District Authority a:i ('.'(pc :(s t.r.dcr "uh-s(;ction U) ·Jf section 18; 

(g) any other m:;tler which IS Ie> be, 01 may be, pn':$crib'~J, Of in respect ofvv'ltich 
'+!rnvi".!on is to he' rnz;dc ~,y n~h.:~~ 
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79. (1) Ifany difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central 
Government or the State Government, as the case may be, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, make order not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as may appear to it to be 
necessary or expedient for the removal of the difficulty: 

Provided that no such order shall be made after the expiration of two years from the 
commencement of this Act. 

(2) Every order made under this section shall be laid, as. soon as may be after it is 
made, before each House of Parliament or the Legislature, as the case may be. 

T. K. VISWANATHAN, 
Secy. to the Govt. of India. 
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remove 
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